
Famous Chaitya and Vihara of India
arle Chaitya : It is a complex of ancient Buddhist Indian rock-cut caves at Karli near Lonavala,
Maharashtra. The shrines were developed over the period – from the 2nd century BC to the 5th
century AD. The oldest of the cave shrines is believed to date back to 160 BC, having arisen near
a major ancient trade route, running eastward from the Arabian Sea into the Deccan. It has a
large Chaitya and three Viharas. Animal and human figures are engraved on these caves.

asik Chaitya : There are 16 Viharas and one Chaitya situated in Nasik of Maharashtra. The
Nasik Chaitya is also known as ‘Pandulane’. It also consisted of musical hall. These earlier
Viharas were related to Hinyana Buddhism (Satvahana period). Human figures are engraved on
the pillars and the rooftop of Viharas.

unnar Vihara: One of the Junnar Vihara is known as ‘Ganeshleni’. Stupa was established at a
later stage making it a Chaitya Vihara.

haja Chaitya: It is a group of 22 rock-cut caves dating back to the 2nd century BC located in
Pune district, near Lonavala, Maharashtra. The caves are 400 feet above the village of Bhaja, on
an important ancient trade route running from the Arabian Sea eastward into the Deccan Plateau
(the division between North India and South India). Instead of images; Tiratna, Nandipad,
Srivats, Chakra etc. are engraved in the Chaitya Hall.

onkade Vihara : It is situated in the Colaba district of Maharashtra. The Vihara here is
constructed totally on wooden craft.

italkhora Chaitya : It is situated on Satmata hills of khandesh. It is an ancient Buddhist site
consisting of 14 rock-cut cave monuments which date back to the third century BCE, making
them one of the earliest examples of rock-cut architecture in India. Located about 40 kilometers
from Ellora, the site is reached by a steep climb down a flight of concrete stairs, past a waterfall
next to the caves. As per the epigraphic evidences, Shrenis or guilds constructed these caves.
Relics are kept inside the Chaitya.

edsa Chaitya : It is situated to the south of karle. The conversion from wooden architecture to
store architecture is evident here. The large hall situated in front of Chaitya has large pillars of
about 25 feet length.

K

N

J
B

K
P

V



anheri Vihara : It is a group of caves and rock-cut monuments cut into a massive
basalt outcrop in the forests of the Sanjay Gandhi National Park, on the island of
Salsette in the western outskirts of Mumbai, India. Caves of this viharas contain

Buddhist sculptures and relief carvings, paintings and inscriptions, dating from the 1st century
BCE to the 10th century CE. Kanheri comes from the Sanskrit Krishnagiri, which means Black
Mountain. It is situated about 16 miles from Mumbai. Caves of this vihara dated from the 1st
century BCE to 10th century CE.
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